
 
 
 
T O K U D A  Y A S O K IC H I  I I I  (1 9 3 3  –  2 0 0 9 )   
Tokuda Yasok ich i  I I I  was one o f the wor ld ’s most famous Kutan i  pot ters . Born i n Ishi kawa 
prefecture,  he was des ignated a L iving Nat ional  Treasure in 1997 for h is mastery  of the 
sa iyu glaze technique.  Yasok ichi  I I I  was  the one responsib le for  innovat ing th is glaze 
technique which was based on t rad i t ional  Kutan i  co lored g laze enamels . He deve loped 
techniques handed down f rom h is  grandfather,  Tokuda Yasok ichi  I  (1873–1956)  and later ,  
h is father,  Tokuda Yasok ich i  I I  (1907–1997) . Through h is sa iyu g laze ( viv id  enamel g laze)  
technique,  Yasokich i  I I I  c reated h is own designs characterized by de l icate shading and 
beaut i fu l  colo r  contras ts . His  honors inc lude the acceptance into The Issu i -ka i  Pot tery  and 
Porce la in Exhibi t ion (1958),  and mul t ip le pr izes such as the Japan Tradi t ional  Ar t  Craf ts 
Associat ion Chai rman’s Award (1977),  the Grand Pr ize of  The Internat ional  Pot tery  and 
Porce la in Exhibi t ion (1990),  and the Medal wi th Purp le R ibbon given by the Emperor o f  
Japan (1993).  
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2017     The 64th Japan Traditional Kōgei Exhibition, Japan 
2015     SOFA Chicago, Illinois, US 
2014     Contemporary Japanese Ceramics, Embassy of Japan, Washington D.C., US 
2007     Crafting Beauty in Modern Japan, British Museum, London, US 
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Plate Kashin (Pistil), 1998; porcelain with vivid colored glaze (yōsai);                                  Round Vase, 2000; porcelain with vivid colored glaze (yōsai); 
h. 1 3/4 x dia. 20 5/8 in. (4.5 x 52.5 cm)                                                                                      h. 13 1/4 x dia. 14 1/2 in. (33.5 x 36.5 cm) 
 
 


