
 
 
 
M U R O S E  K A Z U M I (B .  1 9 5 0 )   
Born to  estab l ished and esteemed urush i ( lacquer )  ar t i st  Murose Shunj i  (1911-
1989) , the young Murose became aware f rom an earl y age o f the need to br idge 
two wor lds:  that  of  t radi t ion and that  o f  forced adaptat ion to a Western ized 
l i f es ty le.  Murose learned urush i in  earnest  at  the Tokyo Univers i ty  of  the Ar ts,  and 
studied under  the urush i  mas ter  and L iv ing Nat ional  Treasure Matsuda Gonroku 
(1896-1986) . Gonroku’s pr inc iple student,  Taguchi  Yoshikun i  (1923-1998) , was 
a lso Murose’s mentor.  Under  the i r  tute lage, Murose learned as a craf tsman about 
the r ich his tory  and techniques o f urush i . 
 
As an ar t ist ,  he fo l lowed the art is t ic  sp i r i t  of  Matsuda Gonroku,  and especia l ly of  
Taguchi ,  to  re f i ne and develop h is own work ing sty les.  His works are deep ly rooted 
in t rad i t ion whi le h is des igns exp lore new ways of expressing the beauty  of  urush i  
that  speaks to  the modern wor ld.  Apar t  f rom h is creat ive works,  he devotes h is 
t ime in Japan as wel l  as abroad to the restorat ion of cu l tura l  assets . In  2008,  he 
was designated L iv ing Nat ional  Treasure.  
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Tendai Uyaku, 2014; lacquer with maki-e and mother-of- pearl inlay;                 Yugao Maki-e Hiranatsume, 2014; lacquer;  
h.2 1/4 x dia. 3 3/8 in. (5.6 x 8.6 cm)                                                                           h. 2 1/4 x dia. 3 3/8 in. (5.6 x 8.6 cm) 

                                               


