
 
 
 
W A T A N A B E  A K IR A  (B .  1 9 5 9 )   
Watanabe Aki ra is a glass art is t  whose pr imary technique is ki r iko ( ‘ faceted cut ’ )  
g lass.  Whi le i n co l lege at  Kyoto Univers i ty ,  Watanabe became interes ted in g lass 
ar t  through h is  exposure to Ar t  Nouveau and Ar t  Deco. Upon graduat ion,  the ar t ist  
went to work fo r  the Kamei  Glass Co. where he learned to cut  glass.  
 
Since he became an independent ar t ist  in  h is  l a te 30s,  Watanabe has deve loped a 
un ique process cal led sek iso  ( ‘ laminat ion layer ’ ) ,  in  which powdered go ld,  co lored 
g lass gra ins,  or  the l ike, are dusted between severa l  glass  sheets to g ive a 
decorat ive ef fect ;  the sheets are then fused by using an elect r ic  furnace to create 
the base mater ia l  w i th pat terns o f l ight  captured ins ide the glass.  He g ives even 
fur ther  meaning to h is work by carefu l ly  hand pol i sh ing then wi th a piece o f fe l t  
and an abras ive compound. In  2008, he rece ived the Medal  w i th Purple Ribbon 
f rom the Emperor  of  Japan. 
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                                        Vessel with kiriko Design Ryokuen, 2014; glass; h. 8 1/4 x w. 12 1/4 x d. 12 1/4 inches (21 x 31 x 31 cm) 
                                         


