
 
 
 
T A G U C H I T O S H IC H IK A  (B .  1 9 4 0 )   
Born in Tokyo in 1940, Taguchi  t ra ined as  a meta l  smith under  his  father  af ter 
g raduat ing f rom Tokyo Metropo l i tan Kogei  High School  major ing in meta lwork  i n 
1959. 
 
Designated a L iv ing National  Treasure in 2006, Taguchi ’s work  i s known for  i ts 
beauty ,  s impl ic i ty  and sophist icat ion o f compl icated l ines. Taguchi  uses a mater ia l  
known as sh ibuich i ,  a meta l  a l loy un ique to Japan which combines  s i lver  and 
copper . Dur ing the process o f mak ing the work , the meta l  shr inks  and expands to 
the ar t ist ’s desi red shape by us ing sh ibor i  and nobashi  techniques,  through which 
the meta l  is  hammered wi th pat ience and endurance causing the “hammer pr in ts” 
that  are characteri st ic  to  Taguchi ’s work.  
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                                                   Hammered “Oborogin” Flower Container, 2006; Oborogin (alloy-silver, copper, gold); 
                                                   h. 3 1/2 x w. 11 1/2 x d. 13 1/2 (9 x 29 x 34.5 cm) 


