
 
 
 
O K U Y A M A  H O S E K I  (B .  1 9 3 7 )   
Okuyama has been work ing as a s i lversmith s ince he lef t  h is  home in Shinjo,  
Yamagata Prefecture,  and in 1995, he was designated as  a L iv ing Nat ional  
Treasure for  h is tankin sk i l ls.  The two techniques in which Okuyama excels in  the 
ki r ibame and uchikomi methods of hammer ing a design onto meta l  and then f i t t ing 
the meta l  parts  in to the design. Kir ibame is wel l  sui ted for  larger  pat terns,  whi le  
uchikomi  is more su i tab le for  de l icate designs.  Both techniques a l low the ar t ist  to 
create ski l l fu l  designs of nature.  In  the 1990s,  he deve loped a un ique style o f 
modern and color fu l  designs by apply ing damascening techniques to h is creat ive 
meta l  vesse ls to incorporate nature- inspi red expressive mot i f s.  The l arge work  o f 
ar t  that  was donated to Ise Shr ine disp layed more than 12,000 cherry blossom 
peta ls,  which were hammered on the surface through the uchikomi  method. 
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  Flower Vase “Dew grass”, 2003, Gold, silver, shakudo (alloy-copper,gold) and  
                                               shibuichi (alloy-copper, silver) h. 8 1/2 x dia. 5 in. (22 x 13 cm)                                


