
 
 
 
T A N A K A  T E R U K A Z U  (B .  1 9 4 5 )   
Born in the Taninaka dist r ic t  of  Tokyo,  Tanaka Terukazu graduated f rom the Meta l  
Craf ts  Depar tment of  Tokyo Metropo l i tan Craf ts High School  i n 1964. The son o f a 
meta lsmith, Tanaka t ra ined wi th hi s father  and at  the Tokyo Metropol i tan Craf ts 
High School . Tanaka is known for h is mastery  of fusing go ld,  s i lver,  and copper 
a l loys i n h is s ignature fo rms and luminous sur faces.  I n h is work,  “AKENO (Fie ld  o f 
Dawn)”  Tanaka jo ined sheets  o f blue-black shakudo  (copper  w i th 3 percent go ld) 
to e i ther end of  a centra l  sheet o f copper to  form the l i d and base of the box.  He 
then hammered the meta l  patchwork over  i ron anv i ls  to  ra i se the curved forms.  
Look c lose ly  at  the g leaming shakudo  sur faces to  see minute facets le f t  by h is 
hammer st rokes . In  2018, Tanaka was se lected as the second ar t is t to  be selected 
fo r The Freer  |  Sack ler Residency in Japanese Meta lwork Design af ter  L iv ing 
Nat ional  Treasure ar t ist ,  Osumi Yuk ie was se lected to be the f i rst  rec ip ient  o f th is  
residency at  the Smithsonian Nat ional  Museum of Asian Ar t .  
 
S E L E C T E D  A W A R D S  A N D  E X H I B I T I O N S   
 

2020    Asia Week, New York, US 
2019    Nitten Exhibition, The National Art Center, Tokyo, Japan 
2018    Freer Gallery Art and Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, Washington DC, US 

   The Modern Minstrels in Metalmaking, Lixil Gallery, Tokyo, Japan 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hammered Box – AKENO, 2006; copper, shakudo (alloy-copper, gold)                                               Stripe Patterned Box, 1997; copper, shakudo (alloy-copper, gold)  
and shibuichi (alloy-copper, silver);  h. 7 3/4 x dia. 11 1/2 in. (20 x 29 cm)                                         and shibuichi (alloy-copper, silver); h. 8 x w.10 1/2 x d.18 1/2 in. (21 x 25.5 x 47 cm) 
 


