
 
 
 
S A K O  R Y U H E I  (B .  1 9 7 6 )   
Sako Ryuhei  (b.  1976),  born in Okayama Prefecture,  graduated f rom H irosh ima Ci ty  
Univers i ty in  the Depar tment o f Design and App l ied Arts  i n 1999, and then earned 
h is master 's degree in 2002 f rom the same inst i tu t ion. Sako Ryuhei  creates pieces 
using Mokume-gane ,  a Japanese meta l  technique dat ing back to the 17th century.  
F i rs t , very  th in d i f fe rent  colored a l loyed meta l  sheets are layered and bonded. 
Then the layers are cut  in to, o r dr i l led ,  and reworked.  Achiev ing a successful  
laminat ion takes a very sk i l led ar t ist ,  and a l though h is work is based on research 
and exper imentat ion using thi s t rad i t ion process, he manages to create very  
contemporary pieces.  In  2004, he became a member o f the Nihon Kōgeika i  
(Japanese Handcraf ts Associat ion) and in 2013, dur ing h is f i rst  exhib i t ion outs ide 
Japan,  the Victor ia and Albert  Museum purchased one o f his  p ieces fo r  the i r  publ ic  
col l ect ion. 
 
S E L E C T E D  A W A R D S  A N D  E X H I B I T I O N S   
 

2017 - 2018    Asia Week, New York, US 
2017    The 64th Japan Traditional Kōgei Exhibition, Japan 
2016    The 45th Japan Traditional Kōgei Metalwork Exhibition, Sekido Museum of Art, Tokyo, Japan 
2013 - 2015    Collect, Saatchi Gallery, London, UK 
 
 

S E L E C T E D  P U B L I C  C O L L E C T I O N S   

Hiroshima City University | Hiroshima, Japan 
Machiko Hasegawa Art Museum | Tokyo, Japan 
Victoria and Albert Museum | London, United Kingdom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mokume-gane Vase, 2013; silver, copper, shibuichi and kuromido;                                                  Mokume-gane Vase, 2012;  silver, copper, shibuichi and kuromido; 
h. 7 7/8 x w. 6 1/4 x d. 6 1/4 in. (20 x 16 x 16 cm)                                                                                 h. 8 7/10 x w. 6 7/10 x d. 6 7/10 in. (22 x 17 x 17 cm) 

 


