
 
 
 
O S H IY A M A  M O T O K O  (B .  1 9 5 8 )   
Oshiyama Motoko is a master fu l  female ar t is t  who is inspi red by nature and natura l  
phenomena.  Fasc inated by the chal lenges and beauty o f meta lworking, she seeks 
to seamlessly  incorporate her  medium’s id iosyncrasies in to her work instead of 
using fo rce.  She creates swir l i ng pat terns through her technique o f welding 
together  two or  more meta ls such as  s i lver  and shakudō (a mix ture o f go ld and 
copper ) . Oshiyama g ives  d ist inct ion to her  works w i th her  modern sense of design,  
focus ing on geometr ic  and abs t ract  pat terns . 
 
The resu l ts are works that  st raddle the separat ion between “art ”  and “craf t , ”  a iming 
to create objects that  aesthet ica l ly  enr ich our  envi ronments  and l ives.  Oshiyama 
studied meta l  carv ing,  chasing,  and hammer ing techniques at  the Bunka Gakuen 
Univers i ty in  Tokyo,  where she graduated in 1981. Fol lowing graduat ion, she 
studied fur ther w i th Katsura Mor iyuk i  (1914–1996)  and the L i ving Nat ional  
Treasure,  Okuyama Hōseki  (b.  1935).  Oshiyama cur rent ly  teaches meta lwork  and 
jewelry  making at  her  a lma matter.  
 
 
S E L E C T E D  A W A R D S  A N D  E X H I B I T I O N S   
 

2015 - 2018    Asia Week, New York, US 
2017    The 64th Japan Traditional Kōgei Exhibition, Japan 
2016    The 45th Japan Traditional Kōgei Metalwork Exhibition, Sekido Museum of Art, Tokyo, Japan 
2015    SOFA Chicago, Illinois, US 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kakuhanmon Vase “Sazare Gumo” (Little Clouds), 2017;                                                         Vase “Fūmai (Wind Dance),” 2015; silver and yellow copper; 
Silver, shakudo and copper; h. 6 1/2 x w. 10 1/4 x d. 3 3/4 in. (16.5 x 9.5 cm)                     h. 6 3/4 x w. 9 7/8 x d. 2 5/8 in. (17 x 25 x 6.5 cm) 
 
 


